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FREE ORAL HEALTH CHECK

Dear Shark Families,

Welcome to a new school year at Sand Ridge Elementary.  This Student and Parent

Handbook is provided to help our students and families navigate the policies and

procedures associated with Sand Ridge Elementary School.  Our mission is to provide a

supportive educational experience that challenges our students to meet their full

potential.  A strong partnership with our students' families is a key component in

promoting success.

Please note that there have been many changes to our policies and procedures as we

enter the new school year in a blended learning model working through a world-wide

pandemic.  Highlighted areas are of significant importance but do not represent all of the

changes.  I encourage parents and students to read through this handbook carefully.

We know that this school year will not look the same as past years, but we remain

committed to meeting the needs of Every Child, Every Day!  We are looking forward to a

successful school year.   Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child's teacher, our

school counselor, administration, or office staff if we can be of any assistance.

Denise D. Gartner

Principal

Welcome!
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ACCIDENTS/INJURIES
If a student is injured during the school day, the reporting procedure is as follows:
• All accidents are reported to the nearest teacher or staff member.
• The accident is reported to the administration or school nurse/first responders.
• The school nurse or first responder will determine appropriate course of action.
• If the principal/school nurse feels a child must be quickly transported to an emergency room, school personnel will
call for EMS and the parent will be notified as quickly as possible.
• Parents will be notified by the nurse or classroom teacher.

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL
Maintaining safety is paramount at Sand Ridge Elementary. We ask that anyone dropping students off or picking
students up please follow the guidelines set forth to ensure the safety of our students and staff at all times. School
begins at 8:20 am and students may arrive no earlier than 8:00 am.  There is no supervision available prior to 8:00.am
Parents will drop off car riders at the walkway area in back of the school where staff members will be on duty to assist
students into the building. Buses will unload in the front parking lot and students will enter
through the front walkway.  
 
IMPORTANT: Due to Social Distancing restrictions, there will no longer be a park and drop-off/pick-up option. 
Students will need to ride the bus or be dropped off through the carpool line. 

Upon arrival, all students will have their temperature checked using no-touch thermometers and will be asked three questions (Have you been
diagnosed with COVID-19? Have you been around someone diagnosed with COVID-19? Since you were last at school, have you had a fever,
chills, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, new cough, or new loss of taste or smell?)  A temperature higher than 100 degrees or an
answer of yes to any of the questions will result in a student in the carpool line not being permitted to exit the vehicle and a bus rider being
isolated in the healthcare room while a parent is called to pick the student up.
  
At dismissal, all car rider students will now begin dismissal at 3:10 pm from the walkway into waiting automobiles and at 3:20 pm through the
front of the building to waiting buses.  Parents are to remain in their cars during arrival and dismissal times.  All cars in the carpool WILL BE
REQUIRED to have the placard provided visible for staff.  This procedure will help in facilitating departure, as students will not be permitted to
wait outside.
 
Please do not attempt to circumvent the carpool process.  No parents will be permitted to enter the front door during dismissal until all bus
students have departed.
 
No vehicles are permitted in the bus parking lot between the hours of 8:30 am and 2:45 pm.  
 
For your convenience, a Before School Program is offered by the YMCA and an After School Program is offered by the Boys and Girls Club. 
These programs are not connected to the school and sign-up for either is not done through Sand Ridge Elementary.  Both
programs are held only during weeks that school is in session.

ATTENDANCE
The Onslow County Board of Education Attendance Policy (#4400) is found in the Student Related Board of Education Policies booklet. It is
the desire of the school to see that all students establish a good attendance record.  A student must be present at least one-half of the
school day in order to be counted present.  Anyone who checks out before 11:50 a.m. is counted absent for the day.  Students are tardy
after 8:20.  Students should remain in school until 3:20 each day.  North Carolina Public School Law considers the following as excused
absences:
1. Personal illness or injury
2. Death in the immediate family
3. Isolation ordered by the State Board of Health
4. Educational Opportunity (prior approval from the principal is required)
5. Medical or dental appointments
6. Court or administrative proceedings
7. Religious observances
8. A student whose parent or legal guardian (a) is an active duty member of the uniformed armed services as defined by policy 4050,
Children of Military Families, and (b) has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or has immediately returned from deployment to a
combat zone or combat support posting, will be granted additional absences.  Five days prior to the absences, the parent or legal
guardian must present to the school principal a written statement requesting the absences be lawful.

Extended illnesses generally require a statement from a physician.
When the total absences exceed 10 days, a doctor’s statement is
required.  Unexcused or excessive absences will be referred to the
school social worker.

In order for a student in grades K-5 to be considered for promotion
to the next grade level, a student should be in attendance for a
minimum of 164 days.  Students with more than 20 absences (10
within the first ninety days and 10 within the last ninety days) in a
school year will be at risk for retention in the current grade.

Students that are excluded or quarantined due to a Covid-19
diagnosis or exposure will be treated as excused absences.  Please
maintain contact with the school nurse and classroom teacher in
this event.
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AWARDS CRITERIA
Students are recognized each nine weeks with certain awards.  Included in these awards are:  
       Principal’s list: “A” in all subjects
       Honor roll: “A” or “B” in all subjects                
       Other awards as determined by grade level.
 
Awards for the first nine weeks (and beyond if needed) will be presented virtually and parents will be made aware of
when the ceremonies are scheduled.
 
BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS
In order to provide an excellent education for your child, we must provide a safe, civil, and orderly environment for
learning.  Each classroom teacher has developed class routines and procedures that will provide an environment that
is conducive to learning and help each child to develop self-discipline.  Most incidents of misbehavior will be taken
care of by the individual teacher.  Sand Ridge Elementary implements PBIS and Responsive Classroom protocols to
reinforce positive behavior and help students take responsibility for their actions.

Students should not only develop their academic talents, but the school believes that it is imperative they develop a
respect for each other, the property rights of others and conduct themselves in a way that does not interfere with the
safety or the educational opportunities of others.

Prohibited Behavior: Harassment or bullying behavior is any pattern of gestures or written, electronic or verbal communications, or any

Remote guidelines and behavioral expectations for students learning from home are being developed by Onslow County Schools and will be
shared with families.  Students not able to adhere to behavioral guidelines for remote learning will be addressed by teachers and by
administration if necessary.

The Onslow County Board of Education has provided each student with a copy of the Onslow County Schools Student Discipline Policies and
School Bus Safety Regulations.  Parents are encouraged to review this handbook, as well as share its content with their child.  Please note the
following policies:

Prohibition Against Discrimination, Bullying and Harassment Onslow County Schools Policy 1710/4021/7230-  School Board policy does not
tolerate assaults, threats, harassment, or bullying by any student.  Acts of retaliation for reporting violations of this policy are prohibited.  Any
student exhibiting such behavior will be removed from the classroom or school environment for as long as necessary to ensure a safe and
orderly environment for learning.  Except where certain consequences for misbehavior are required by law, principals in the elementary grades
are expected to use good judgment and reasonable discretion in determining the appropriate consequence for violation of board policies, school
standards or rules.

1.
physical act or any threatening communication
   2. Reporting:  Students, parents, volunteers, and /or visitors are encouraged to submit any complaints through the grievance procedure
established in policy 1740/4010. Reports may be made anonymously and all reports shall be investigated.
   3. Consequences:  Violation of this section may result in suspension.  A determination of the appropriate consequence will be made with
policy 4300/4302.

PLEASE NOTE: Students are not permitted to bring toy guns or knives to school. This includes pocketknives, Boy Scout knives, etc.   This will
result in suspension from school.

Students are expected to uphold the Sand Ridge Elementary School code of conduct at all times and always remember the number one rule.

“KEEP YOUR HANDS AND FEET TO YOURSELF”

BREAKFAST
Breakfast is served from 8:00 until 8:20.   Students choosing to eat breakfast at school will go directly to the cafeteria upon arrival and pick up
their breakfast to take to the classroom.  Students will eat breakfast in the classroom.
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BUS REGULATIONS
The safety of all our children is a top priority and it is imperative that all parents and students review the Onslow County Schools’ Student
Related Board of Education Policies and School Bus Safety Regulations Handbook. Of particular importance are School Bus Safety Student
Conduct Rules and Misconduct on a School Vehicle. These policies will be enforced with parents and students receiving written notification of
consequences based on severity of violations and prior rule infractions. Please remember that riding a school bus is a privilege. Video camera
monitors have been installed on each bus. Students who are referred for repeated violations of bus safety rules and/or continued misbehavior
may result in suspension from riding the bus. A bus suspension is at the discretion of school administration. 

During the current pandemic situation, ALL students riding the bus WILL be required to wear a mask or cloth face covering throughout the
entire time they are on the bus. Students who arrive at the bust stop without a mask will be provided a disposable mask.  Failure to comply
with this rule will be treated as a disciplinary issue and will result in a bus suspension.  

Students will not be permitted to get off the bus at any other stop without written request from the parent that has been signed by school
administration.



CAFETERIA
Child Nutrition offers healthy meals every school day designed around
USDA’s MY PLATE and the nutrition standards for school.  Menus are
posted on the Onslow County Schools website at
www.onslow.k12.nc.us.

Meal prices are $1.25 for breakfast and $2.25 for lunch. Families are
encouraged to apply for free and reduced priced meals.  Approval is
based upon household size and income.  Those who qualify for
reduced price meals may have breakfast provided at no cost and $.40
for lunch.  Parent/Guardians may request that a message be placed on
their child’s account to limit the types and amounts of items the
student is permitted to purchase.  If a student has no money for meals,
that
student will be provided a meal and the student’s cafeteria account will
be charged for that meal.  Parents are responsible for all meal
charges.  There will be no charging of individual food or snack items at
any time.  Students who bring meals from home may purchase milk at
the a la carte price of $.50.

Prepayments to a student’s lunch account may be made online at www.lunchprepay.com. Contact the cafeteria manager for any account
information or with questions/concerns.
 
If your child was approved for free or reduced lunch last year, you must complete a new application this year.  The carry over from last year
expires on September 28, 2020.  Parents are responsible for all charges accrued after September 28, 2020, until the date the application is
approved, so please complete this process early.  Questions regarding the application can be directed to the Child Nutrition Department at
(910) 478-3480. 
 
Until further notice, ALL students will be eating lunches in their classrooms.  No lunch time visitors will be permitted and students may not
receive deliveries of fast food lunches.

CELL PHONE POLICY
Cell phones cause a distraction to students when used during the school day.  They are not relevant to or required in the educational
environment.  Students will not be permitted to use these devices during the school day.  If parents choose to send a cell phone with their
student, the phone must remain turned off and in the student’s backpack throughout the entirety of the day.  If the cell phone is seen or
heard during the instructional day, it will be confiscated by school staff and a parent will be contacted to pick up the phone.  Repeated
violation of the cell phone policy may result in disciplinary consequences. Sand Ridge Elementary and its employees are not responsible for
electronic equipment that is brought to school and becomes damaged, lost or stolen. 
 
CHECK IN – CHECK OUT
Students coming to school after the day has begun (8:20 am) must be accompanied by a parent to the front door.  Parents will sign in at the
front door and students will be given a pass to class.  Students who arrive after 11:50 am or check out before 11:50 am are counted absent for
the entire day.  Only custodial parents or persons with parental permission may remove a child from school.  Sand Ridge office personnel will
not release a child to relatives or friends without written notification by a custodial parent.  Persons picking up students should be prepared
to show ID and must be on the student’s approved pick-up list.  To check a student out of school early, parents will need to come to the front
door of the school.  An employee will screen the parent at the door and then they will be permitted to come to the office to complete the
check-out process.  Visitors will be required to wear masks to enter the school building.

CONFERENCES
Parent-teacher conferences are an important means of communication concerning the progress of our students. For the foreseeable future, all
parent-teacher conferences will be held over the phone or through a virtual platform (TEAMS, DOJO, etc.)  In the event that an in-person
conference is required, arrangements will be made to use a space that will allow for all parties to follow social distancing guidelines.  Parents
and visitors will be required to wear masks when in the building.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Please make certain the school has current emergency information concerning where we may reach the parent/guardian.  Please inform the
school office if you move or if your telephone number changes during the school year.  Our records must be current at all times.

COVID-19 SPECIFIC RELATED PROCEDURES 
Information specific to COVID-19, along with updated protocols can be found in the Onslow County Schools Return to Learn Guide for Families.  
This document will be kept up-to-date and is published on the Onslow County Schools website.  As procedures change at the school level
based on direction from the North Carolina Governor, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, or the Onslow County
Health Department, parents will be notified in writing or through automated telephone calls.

CURRICULUM
Sand Ridge Elementary School teaches the curriculum as outlined by the guidelines established by the State of North Carolina Department of
Public Instruction.  This information can be accessed on the website, www.ncpublicschools.org. 
 
CUSTODY INFORMATION
In the event that the custody of a child has been determined by a court, it is necessary for parents or the legal guardians to provide the most
current custody order to the school. We are required to abide by the terms of the order.  We will always follow the directive of the
most current custody orders we have and will defer to law enforcement if necessary.
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Shorts and skirts of reasonable length are acceptable.  
Pants should be worn properly, on or above the hips.
No halter-tops, spaghetti straps, tank tops, strapless tops, cutoffs, or apparel that exposes the midriff may be worn. 
Footware should be reasonable to complete daily activities, with sneakers required for PE.  Flip-flops are not
permitted at school.
Clothing with offensive or suggestive theme/language is not allowed.
Clothing that refers to any type of alcohol, drug, or act, which is illegal or hazardous to one’s health, is not permitted.
Clothing that is intended to create a disturbance within the educational setting is not permitted.
Hats, scarves, or head coverings of any type may not be worn in the building except for medical reasons.

DRESS CODE
It is expected that students will be dressed in an appropriate manner for the age group of the individual.  The
responsibility for determining and enforcing standards of dress rests with the principal or his/her designee.  Students
considered in violation of the intent of these regulations shall be advised and requested to call home for a change of
clothing.  

ELECTRONIC DEVICES/TOYS
Electronic devices not provided by the school for instruction, including hand-held games, are a distraction to students and not relevant to the
educational environment.  Students will not be permitted to use these devices at school unless prior authorization is provided by the classroom
teacher.  Sand Ridge Elementary and its employees are not responsible for electronic equipment that is brought to school and becomes
damaged, lost or stolen.
 
FIELD TRIPS
Until further notice, there will be no field trips scheduled during the 2020-2021 school year.
 
FUNDRAISING
Sand Ridge Elementary School and the Sand Ridge Elementary PTO participate in a variety of fundraising activities to benefit the school or other
agencies.  During the 2020-2021 school year, fundraising programs will be limited.
 
GRADING
Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2: Report cards will be issued each grading period. 
Performance scale: 
   A - Above Grade Level
   O - On Grade Level 
   B - Below Grade Level
Grades 3-5: Report cards will be issued each grading period. 
Grading Scale: 
    A - 90-100 
    B - 80-89 
    C - 70-79 
    D - 60-69 
    F – Less than 60

This is a 10-point grading scale initiated by the State Board of Education which began with the 2015-2016 school year.

EMERGENCY DRILLS
Fire drills, severe weather drills and crisis drills (including lockdown drills) are conducted in accordance with
state and local regulations. It is vital that the importance of participating seriously in these drills is stressed to
all students.  Emergency drills will be held on both cohort A and cohort B days.

END-OF-GRADE TESTING
Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will participate in End-of-Grade tests of Language Arts and Math.  Fifth grade students will also participate in
the Science End-of-Grade test.  Level III proficiency on these tests is consistent with on-grade level mastery.

HOMEWORK
The Onslow County Board of Education encourages the assignment
of homework to extend knowledge, aid in mastery of skills, develop
independence in learning, and create and stimulate interest.
Homework should be an integral and relevant part of every
student’s instructional program.  Parental support is needed to
monitor daily or remote learning homework assignments.  While
students are working in a blended model, homework will look
different.  Expectations will be provided by classroom teachers.
Please communicate with your child’s teacher regarding homework.
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ILLNESS
When students become ill and/or have a fever over 100º parents will be contacted to pick up their child. Students may
not return to school until fever free for 24 hours without the aid of fever-reducing medications.   Additional guidelines
regarding quarantine and return to school following a positive COVID-19 test or COVID-19 exposure are included in
the Onslow County Schools Return to Learn publication and will be shared as needed or as updated.
 
If a child has a communicable disease (i.e. head lice or pink eye, etc.), it is expected that he/she remain at home until
the disease is no longer contagious.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER
Onslow County Schools will utilize the All-Call system to alert families in the event of delayed openings, early dismissals or cancelled school due
to inclement weather.  In addition,local radio/TV stations are a good source of information concerning school closings or late openings due to
inclement weather.  Call the Onslow County Schools weather line at 989-2211 or log on to the web site (www.onslow.k12.nc.us) for the most
current school closing information. Please do not call the school for this information.

INSURANCE
Parents are given the opportunity to purchase school insurance for students at the beginning of the school year.  Sand Ridge Elementary does
not take responsibility for any medical fees.

INTERIM REPORTS
Interim progress reports will be sent home at the halfway point of each grading period.  Please see the school calendar for specific dates.

HEALTH SERVICES
A registered nurse is assigned to our school.   During the school year, students may be screened for vision, hearing
difficulties, dental issues and developmental disorders. These services are to ensure that the student’s educational and
health needs are met. You will be contacted if further screening and/or treatment is necessary.  If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact the school.

LOST AND FOUND
Sand Ridge assumes no responsibility for lost or stolen items. It is imperative that students mark all personal items with their name. Space
limitations prevent us from keeping “found” items indefinitely. Periodically, these items will be donated to a charitable organization. The “Lost and
Found” collection is located in the gym area and parents will require an appointment to look through this collection for lost items.

MEDIA CENTER
Due to current restrictions, students will not have open access to the Media Center.  Students in grades K-3 will have weekly lessons by our
Media Specialist in individual classrooms and book options will be brought to students on a cart for selection. Students (parents/guardians) are
held financially responsible for any overdue, damaged or lost books.

Provide to the school the medication in an appropriately labeled container that includes the child's name, the name of the medication, the unit
dosage to be given, the number of dosage units, the time the medication is to be given, and how it is to be administered.
See that the pharmacist labels two containers, one for home use and one for school use if the child is to receive the medication at both sites.
Provide new containers with appropriate labeling when medication changes are made, and to remove medications from school premises
when the physician discontinues them. Medication left at school beyond the discontinued date will be discarded.
See that the “Permission for Prescribed Medication to Be given During School Hours” form is appropriately signed by the doctor and parent
and returned to the school.

MEDICATION
A physician must prescribe all medications administered by school personnel during school hours (including any non-prescription medications
such as aspirin, Tylenol, cough drops, etc.).  All medication must be checked in at the main office by the parent or guardian.  Medication will then
be dispensed as prescribed.  Students are not permitted to carry any type of drug or over-the-counter medication in their possession at any time
(BOE Policy #6125).  The only exception to this is emergency medications such as inhalers or EpiPens (Epinephrine-Auto-injectors) with the
doctor’s permission circled on the “Permission for Prescribed Medication” form.
 
It is the parent's responsibility to:

PARKING
We have a front parking lot and visitor spaces available at the front of the school. 
Visitors are not allowed to park on the side lot/bus lot between the hours of 8:30 a.m.
and 2:45 p.m. daily.  This lot is for carpool pick up and drop off ONLY.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
This is an essential component of the school day. Students are required to participate
in physical activity for 30 minutes daily in addition to their scheduled PE class. 
Physical activity will be closely monitored to assure that students adhere to social
distancing guidelines and may serve as an opportunity for students to remove masks.
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PICTURES
School pictures are taken twice during the year and are available for
purchase.  All students will be photographed for the yearbook in the
fall.  Information for purchasing pictures will be sent home prior to
the day of pictures.

SCHOOL FEES/ FEE WAIVER
Instructional Supplies                     $5.00
Art                                                    $1.00
1:1 Device (All Grades)                    $25.00                          
Student Insurance (Optional)         see brochure
 
Students who wish to apply for a fee waiver may request a waiver form from the school office. The Onslow County Board of Education policy
states that the school may require "whatever documents from the parents necessary to support the parent's requests for a fee waiver".  This
process requires the completion of a free/reduced lunch application and an approval by the principal on a case-by-case basis.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Please see the school supply list available on our website.  A copy is also posted on the SRE Facebook page and can be emailed to parents
when requested.
 
SMART WATCH POLICY
Smart watches have become a favorite watch among many people.  These watches can be distracting to students when used to text during
the school day.  Smart watches are permitted, however may not be utilized to text or email during the school day.  When cell phones are
turned off and in bookbags, there should be no active connection between the cell phone and the watch.  Sand Ridge Elementary and its
employees are not responsible for electronic equipment that is brought to school and becomes damaged, lost or stolen.

REMOTE LEARNING DAYS
Students working from home on their assigned remote days will have
specific tasks assigned by teachers and directly related to standards
and concepts students have been working on during face-to-face
instructional days.  Students will be provided necessary materials,
including manipulatives and links to relevant online programing.
Parents should expect students to view lessons online and to
complete assignments within iReady Math and Reading.  Students
will also have opportunities to join live classroom meetings. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING TEAM
The school’s planning team consists of teachers and parents who assist in the yearly development of the school’s action plans.  If you are
interested in becoming part of this team, please contact the school at 326-5199.

TOBACCO PRODUCTS
Use of any type of tobacco product is prohibited anywhere, at any time, by anyone on any school campus (Onslow County Schools Board of
Education Policy #7250).
 
TRANSPORTATION CHANGES
Any changes to a student’s transportation method must be submitted in writing to the school’s front office by the student’s legal guardian.  If a
signed note is not submitted, a student must depart for home via the method of transportation already in place.  EMAIL CHANGES WILL NOT
BE ACCEPTED.
 
VISITORS
For the foreseeable future, Sand Ridge Elementary will not be allowing any visitors to the classroom.  Anyone doing business with the
school will be screened prior to entry and will be restricted to the front lobby or front office.  If the needs of any visitor can be met without
them entering the school building, this will be done.  Parents are encouraged to call the school with questions and before coming up to the
school to speak with someone if an appointment is not scheduled.
 
VOLUNTEERS
For the foreseeable future, Sand Ridge Elementary will not be hosting volunteers.
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